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Parish Profile - Farlinqton, Diocese of Portsmouth 
 

1.        General Information 

Parish - Farlington, St. Andrew with Church of the Resurrection  

Website: www.farlingtonparish.co.uk 

Diocese - Portsmouth  

Incumbent - vacancy 

Staff - 

¶ NSM Curate ï The Revd. Trevor Filtness, priest in 2
nd

 year of training  

¶ NSM Associate Priest ï The Revd. Lyn Comerford (licensed to the parish September 

2009). 

¶ Readers - Jill King, Simon Lemieux (in addition another member of the congregation 

begins her reader training in September 2009). 

¶ NSM Deacon ï The Revd. John Fellows (retired) 

Staff profiles can be viewed on the website. 

No resolutions have been passed under the Priest (Ordination of Women) Measure 1993. 

2.       History and Development of the Parish 

At the turn of the twentieth century Farlington and its adjacent village, Drayton, were little 

more than hamlets, each with a manor house and farms. For many years the parish church of 

St Andrew also served the people of Purbrook, but in the nineteenth century Purbrook 

established its own church and the parish was divided. 

There was possibly a church in the parish in 1104, but the first date when an incumbent was 

mentioned is 1200. The area this parish served appears to have been part of a royal manor, but 

changed hands frequently coming, for some time until the dissolution of the monasteries, 

under the jurisdiction of Southwick Priory. The original parish covered a much larger area 

than today and ran from north to south, whereas the present configuration is mainly east-west. 

The present boundary follows the road along the crest of Portsdown Hill in the north, 

following the City boundary to the east (dividing Portsmouth from Bedhampton), 

encompasses Farlington marshes to the south, then follows the railway line westwards to 

Cosham. The boundary divides Cosham High Street, with the eastern side of the road within 

the parish. It then cuts through residential roads to rejoin the top of the hill. Farlington 

Marshes and part of the slopes of Portsdown Hill are free of urban development. The marshes 

adjoin the NW corner of Langstone Harbour and cover 280 acres. They are an area of rough 

grazing and fresh water marsh of outstanding biological interest. Portsdown Hill forms a 

natural boundary rising to some 300 feet overlooking the City of Portsmouth, and includes a 

small area of undeveloped typical chalk down land lying within the parish. 

The present church of St Andrew was constructed during the 1870s. It is surrounded by a 

large and interesting churchyard, no longer open for burials. In 1930 the daughter church, 
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Church of the Resurrection, was built in a more central location, St Andrew's being at the 

eastern border of the parish. The new church was needed to serve a rapidly growing 

residential area on the south facing slopes of Portsdown Hill. About this time a new rectory 

was constructed in a more central position, and the previous rectory adjacent to St Andrew's 

was sold. Most of the parish lies within the Drayton and Farlington wards, but a small 

proportion comes within Cosham ward. At present, both Drayton and Farlington ward and 

Cosham ward are each represented by three Conservative councillors. The parliamentary seat 

for Portsmouth North is currently held by Labour. The parish has a population of about 

15,000, comprising some 6,000 dwellings: this area has the lowest population density in 

Portsmouth. Compared to other areas of the city, Drayton and Farlington has the highest 

proportion of detached homes (25%) with 47% of dwellings being semi-detached. It also has 

the highest proportion of people in professional and managerial social classes. There are a 

number of residential homes for the elderly, catering for about 200 people. Currently there are 

three areas of new housing being developed within the parish. On the slopes of Portsdown 

Hill lies an estate of houses originally built for naval service personnel. Some of these are 

now privately owned, but others are still used by military families. Being on the outskirts of 

Portsmouth there has always been a very close link between the parish and the Royal Navy. 

The following graph illustrates the local age banding comparing local with national figures.  

 

 
Note the higher than average number of elderly people living in Drayton & Farlington. 
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Note the higher than average number of homes occupied by single pensioners and families. 

The parish is well served by a large supermarket and local shops in Drayton, Farlington and 

Cosham High Street. Health services are well catered for and Queen Alexandra Hospital (with 

A&E facilities) is adjacent to the parish. There are two post offices in the area. Although 

primarily residential, the parish has an area of light industry in the SE corner. Education is 

catered for by Springfield School, a popular and over-subscribed comprehensive secondary 

(recently assessed as Excellent by Ofsted), two Junior Schools and two Infant Schools. Whilst 

all of these are non-church schools, the Church has very good links with the schools and 

clergy frequently take classes and assemblies, or host visits to the church buildings. There are 

also several privately run nurseries in the parish, reflecting the numbers of young families in 

the area. Within the parish is a residential care facility for those dealing with substance 

misuse. 

Other places of worship within the parish include Roman Catholic, Baptist, Methodist, United 

Reformed and Nazarene churches, an independent charismatic fellowship, an independent 

evangelical church and a Brethren Meeting House. Some of these participate in ecumenical 

activities. The Anglican parish has a history of actively contributing to local 

interdenominational activities having been a member of Churches Together in Cosham since 

its foundation some years ago. 

The parish could generally be described as 'urban/suburban'. A map of the parish of 

Farlington is at Appendix A.. 

3.       The Churches 

There are two churches in the parish, St. Andrew's & the Church of the Resurrection. The 

Parish of Farlington is of 'middle Anglican' tradition; there is little difference in the style of 

worship between the two churches. Robes are worn by clergy at all Eucharistic services: at St. 
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Andrew's the lay 

chalice assistants do 

not robe and only 

take their place in the 

chancel for the 

distribution. At 

Church of the 

Resurrection lay 

assistants robe and sit 

near the front for the 

whole service. At 

both churches, 

clergy, lay assistants 

(robed) and choir 

process in during the 

singing of the first 

hymn; there is also a 

gospel procession.  

Plans are well underway to improve the church halls at both churches. The project at the 

Church of the Resurrection was completed in April 2009. This included disabled access 

provision, new toilets, an extra committee room and parish office, and the provision of a 

refreshment area at the back of church. These developments are headed up by a Building & 

Fundraising Group, as delegated by the PCC. Development work awaits fundraising which 

has begun for the renovation of the hall at St. Andrew's. These plans are consistent with the 

Kairos diocesan review of resources and community discussions about buildings and worship 

provision in the immediate area. 

4.        Pattern of worship 
Sunday -           8am Said Eucharist at St. Andrew's 

                             9.30am Family Eucharist at Church of the Resurrection 

                            11.15am Family Eucharist at St. Andrew's (except 2
nd

 Sunday) 

2
nd

 Sunday only -     8am Said Eucharist at St. Andrew's 

                             10am Joint non-Eucharistic Family Service (monthly)  

                              3pm Baptism Service (monthly) 

Wednesday-             10am Said Eucharist at St. Andrew's 

                              7pm Said Eucharist at Church of the Resurrection 

Thursday -               9.30am Morning Prayer at Church of the Resurrection 

Saturday -                9.30am Morning Prayer at Church of the Resurrection 

 

Average Sunday Attendance:  

Church of the Resurrection - 90  

St. Andrew's church ï 35 

 

Electoral Roll ï 262 
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Worship in the parish - Common Worship material is used in all services with service 

booklets created for different seasons. Laity read the first lesson and lead the intercessions. In 

the Family Eucharist the Sunday School children join the congregations at the point of 

distribution. Readers and Deacon take an active part in leading worship and the Readers 

preach regularly. Congregations are largely from within the parish with a good mix of ages 

and background, although there is limited representation from those on the local authority 

housing estate. 

Each church has its own organist and choir who participate in our sung worship and sing 

anthems and hymns during the distribution of the communion. A music group leads the 

worship at the joint monthly family service.  Both churches use Hymns Old and New, the 

1996 edition at the Church of the Resurrection, and the latest Complete Anglican edition at St 

Andrew's. These are supplemented by a Song booklet with some relatively modern material in 

it.  

Baptism is offered at a 3pm service on the 2
nd

 Sunday, alternating month by month at each 

church. It is also available at the family Eucharist if requested. Most of our baptisms are from 

un-churched families and there is a baptism process that seeks to draw these families into the 

life of the church community. The individual churches' main Sunday service is replaced twice 

a year by a joint Parish Eucharist, for Dedication Sunday and the St. Andrew's patronal 

festival. There is a good network of home communion provided in the parish, and also of 

visiting the sick and housebound. 

 

Major Festivals - the festivals of Christmas and Easter are celebrated in the traditional 

manner. At Christmas there are carol services and crib services. In Holy Week a different 

form of worship is offered on each day in one or other of the churches, including Stations of 


