
The Eucharist for Ash Wednesday 

¶The Gathering 

The president says 

  In the name of the Father, 

  and of the Son, 

  and of the Holy Spirit. 

All    Amen. 

 

The Greeting 
The president greets the people 

  Grace, mercy and peace 

  from God our Father 

  and the Lord Jesus Christ 

  be with you 

All    and also with you. 

Introduction 
 

The president explains the meaning of Lent and invites the people to observe it faithfully  

 

 Brothers and sisters in Christ, since early days Christians have observed with 

 great devotion the time of our Lord’s passion and resurrection and prepared for 

 this by a season of penitence and fasting. 

 

 I invite you, therefore, in the name of the Church, to the observance of a holy 

 Lent, by self-examination and repentance; by prayer, fasting, and self-denial; and 

 by reading and meditating on God’s holy word. 

The Collect 
 

The president introduces a period of silent prayer with the words  

 Let us pray for grace to keep Lent faithfully. 

 

Silence is kept. 
  

  Holy God, 

  our lives are laid open before you: 

  rescue us from the chaos of sin 

  and through the death of your Son 

  bring us healing and make us whole 

  in Jesus Christ our Lord. 

All    Amen. 



¶    The Liturgy of the Word 
Readings 

A reading from Scripture is read. 

 

 At the end of the reader says 

  This is the word of the Lord. 

All    Thanks be to God. 

Gospel Reading 

 The Lord be with you 

All And also with you 

 

This acclamation heralds the Gospel reading 

  Praise to you, O Christ, King of eternal glory. 

  The Lord is a great God, O that today you would listen to his voice. 

  Harden not your hearts.       cf Psalm 95.3, 8 

All    Praise to you, O Christ, King of eternal glory. 

 

When the Gospel is announced the reader says 

  Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to N. 

All    Glory to you, O Lord. 

 

At the end 

  This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

All    Praise to you, O Christ. 

 

Sermon 

 
¶ The Liturgy of Penitence 
 

Self-examination and Confession 
 

A minister now leads an examination of conscience,  

 
 O God, where did I go wrong? 

 How can I find my way back? 

 I am weighed down by this feeling 

 that I have failed - you, other people, myself. 

 My life is a mess. 

 

Silence 



 

 You know my weakness. 

 You know much better than me: 

 I can't hide it from You. 

 How can I bear to face it too? 

 

Silence 

 

 Guilty as charged - 

 however much I argue my case. 

 It's your laws I have broken; 

 it's your way I have lost; 

 it's your word I have chosen not to hear 

 over and over again. 

 

Silence 

 

 O God, where did I go wrong? 

 How can I find my way back? 

 

Silence 

 

 Truly dust we are, and to dust we shall return; 

 and truly yours we are, and to you we shall return. 

 Help this to be a time of turning round and beginning again. 

 Through the forty days of Lent, help us to follow you 

 and to find you:  

 in the discipline of praying 

 and in the drudgery of caring - 

 in whatever we deny ourselves, 

 and whatever we set ourselves to learn or do. 

 Help us to discover you 

 in our loneliness and in community, 

 in our emptiness and our fulfilment, 

 in our sadness and our laughter. 

 Help us to find you when we ourselves are lost' 

 Help us to follow you on the journey to Jerusalem 

 to the waving palms of the people's hope, 

 to their rejection, to the cross and empty tomb' 

 Help us to perceive new growth amid the ashes of the old. 

 Help us, carrying your cross, to be signs of your Kingdom.  

All Amen 

 

 

 

 

 



All    Father eternal, giver of light and grace, 

 we have sinned against you and against our neighbour, 

 in what we have thought, 

 in what we have said and done, 

 through ignorance, through weakness, 

 through our own deliberate fault. 

 We have wounded your love, 

 and marred your image in us. 

 We are sorry and ashamed, 

 and repent of all our sins. 

 For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, 

 who died for us, 

 forgive us all that is past; 

 and lead us out from darkness 

 to walk as children of light. Amen. 

 

The president says… 
 

  The Lord enrich you with his grace, 

  and nourish you with his blessing; 

  the Lord defend you in trouble and keep you from all evil; 

  the Lord accept your prayers, 

  and absolve you from your offences, 

  for the sake of Jesus Christ, our Saviour. 

All    Amen. 

 

 

 

¶ The Liturgy of the Sacrament 
 

The Peace 
  Since we are justified by faith, 

  we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ, 

  who has given us access to his grace. 
Romans 5.1,2 

  The peace of the Lord be always with you 

All    and also with you. 

 

 

 

 

 



Preparation of the Table 

Taking of the Bread and Wine 
 

The table is prepared and bread and wine are placed upon it.  

At the preparation of the table this prayers is said 
   

  Risen Lord and Saviour, 

  present among us with the wealth of your love, 

  cleanse us from sin and give us the faith 

  to offer our praise and grow in your grace. 

All    Amen. 

 

The president takes the bread and wine. 

 

The Eucharistic Prayer 
 

  The Lord be with you 

All   and also with you. 

 

  Lift up your hearts. 

All    We lift them to the Lord. 

 

  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

All    It is right to give thanks and praise. 

 

  It is indeed right, 

  it is our duty and our joy, 

  at all times and in all places 

  to give you thanks and praise, 

  holy Father, heavenly King, 

  almighty and eternal God, 

  through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

 

  And now we give you thanks 

  because you give us the spirit of discipline, 

  that we may triumph over evil and grow in grace, 

  as we prepare to celebrate the paschal mystery 

 with mind and heart renewed. 

 
  Therefore with angels and archangels, 

  and with all the company of heaven, 

  we proclaim your great and glorious name, 

  for ever praising you and saying: 

  



All    Holy, holy, holy Lord, 

 God of power and might, 

 heaven and earth are full of your glory. 

 Hosanna in the highest. 

 Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 

 Hosanna in the highest. 

 

  All glory be to you, our heavenly Father, 

  who, in your tender mercy, 

  gave your only Son our Saviour Jesus Christ 

  to suffer death upon the cross for our redemption; 

  who made there by his one oblation of himself once offered 

  a full, perfect and sufficient sacrifice, oblation and satisfaction 

  for the sins of the whole world; 

  he instituted, and in his holy gospel commanded us to continue, 

  a perpetual memory of his precious death until he comes again. 

 

  Hear us, merciful Father, we humbly pray, 

  and grant that, by the power of your Holy Spirit, 

  we receiving these gifts of your creation, this bread and this wine, 

  according to your Son our Saviour Jesus Christ’s holy institution, 

  in remembrance of his death and passion, 

  may be partakers of his most blessed body and blood; 

 

  who, in the same night that he was betrayed, 

  took bread and gave you thanks; 

  he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying: 

  Take, eat; this is my body which is given for you; 

  do this in remembrance of me. 

 

  In the same way, after supper 

  he took the cup and gave you thanks; 

  he gave it to them, saying: 

  Drink this, all of you; 

  this is my blood of the new covenant, 

  which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. 

  Do this, as often as you drink it, 

  in remembrance of me. 

 

  Jesus Christ is Lord: 

All    Lord, by your cross and resurrection 

 you have set us free. 

 You are the Saviour of the world. 

 

 

 

 



  Therefore, Lord and heavenly Father, 

  in remembrance of the precious death and passion, 

  the mighty resurrection and glorious ascension 

  of your dear Son Jesus Christ, 

  we offer you through him this our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving. 

  Grant that by his merits and death, 

  and through faith in his blood, 

  we and all your Church may receive forgiveness of our sins 

  and all other benefits of his passion. 

 

  Although we are unworthy, through our manifold sins, 

  to offer you any sacrifice, 

  yet we pray that you will accept this 

  the duty and service that we owe. 

  Do not weigh our merits, but pardon our offences, 

  and fill us all who share in this holy communion 

  with your grace and heavenly blessing; 

  through Jesus Christ our Lord, 

  by whom, and with whom, and in whom, 

  in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 

  all honour and glory be yours, almighty Father, 

  for ever and ever. 

All    Amen. 

 

The Lord’s Prayer 
  Lord Jesus, remember us in your kingdom 

  and teach us to pray. 

 

All    Our Father in heaven, 

 hallowed be your name, 

 your kingdom come, 

 your will be done, 

 on earth as in heaven. 

 Give us today our daily bread. 

 Forgive us our sins 

 as we forgive those who sin against us. 

 Lead us not into temptation 

 but deliver us from evil. 

 For the kingdom, the power, 

 and the glory are yours 

 now and for ever. 

 Amen. 

 

 

 



Breaking of the Bread 
The president breaks the consecrated bread. 

  Every time we eat this bread 

  and drink this cup 

All    we proclaim the Lord’s death 

 until he comes. 

 

Giving of Communion 
The president says 

 

  Draw near with faith. 

  Receive the body of our Lord Jesus Christ 

  which he gave for you, 

  and his blood which he shed for you. 

  Eat and drink 

  in remembrance that he died for you, 

  and feed on him in your hearts 

  by faith with thanksgiving. 

 
and before the distribution  

 

  The Body of Christ 

All Amen. 

 

 

 

Prayer after Communion 
Silence is kept. 

 

All    God of our pilgrimage, 

 you have fed us with the bread of heaven. 

 Refresh and sustain us 

 as we go forward on our journey, 

 in the name of Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



¶ The Dismissal 
The Blessing 

  Christ give you grace to grow in holiness, 

  to deny yourselves, take up your cross, and follow him; 

  and the blessing of God almighty, 

  the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, 

  be among you and remain with you always. 

All    Amen. 

The Dismissal 
A minister dismisses the people. 

 

  Go in peace to love and serve the Lord. 

All    In the name of Christ. Amen. 
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